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LAKE NOWERGUP LIMESTONE QUARRY 
Grievance 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [9.50 am]: I rise to grieve on the proposal for a limestone quarry on the corner 
of Wanneroo and Nowergup Roads. This is the sixth time that I have spoken in Parliament on this particular 
subject to express the community’s concerns and it is the second grievance that I have made to the honourable 
Minister for Planning about this matter. I raise the matter again today after having been requested to do so by the 
ever-vigilant Mrs Sabine Winton and her Nowergup valley action group. I commend them for drawing to my 
attention that two years ago today the Western Australian Planning Commission gave permission for a limestone 
quarry to be developed on the site on the corner of Wanneroo and Nowergup Roads. Part of that planning 
permission required work to start within two years. Nothing at all has happened within those two years, and the 
planning permission expires today. So we ask the minister not to allow an administrative extension. 
There are two reasons it has not gone ahead. Firstly, the company has been unable to obtain a bush-clearing 
permit. It applied for one in April 2011 from the Department of Environment and Conservation, but it has not 
been granted permission to clear the virgin bush from that site—nor should it be given that permission as it is 
black cockatoo habitat. Additionally, because it is part of the dwindling black cockatoo habitat reserve, it also 
requires federal environmental approval and the appropriate offsets, which it has not been able to achieve either. 
Nothing has happened with the approvals for this site, apart from the planning approval. I am sure that the 
minister will not mind me reminding the house that shortly after this approval was given in 2010, the City of 
Wanneroo appealed to the State Administrative Tribunal to have the beautiful Nowergup valley declared a 
landscape enhancement area. At that time, a public meeting was held and there were public protests. At the time 
that it was before SAT, the honourable minister was reported in an ABC report of Monday, 15 November 2010 
as saying that he could not interfere with the judicial process of the tribunal—that is quite right—but would 
consider amending the planning scheme, which would prevent further developments in the future. The minister 
could not interfere with the process because the development application had already been granted and the 
matter was before SAT. If the minister is as good as his word, here is his opportunity, because the DA expires 
today. There should be no extension of this development application. 
If we look at the history of why the application was granted in the first place, we find that WA Limestone said 
that next door there was another limestone quarry operated by Limestone Industries, which is owned by the 
Menchetti family, but that quarry had fallen into disuse 10 years ago. In fact, it was being used illegally as a 
truck driver training facility by the now Liberal candidate for Joondalup. He was training people to drive dump 
trucks right next door to people’s houses! People were paying five grand for a week of training to drive those big 
dump trucks that are used in mining areas. Additionally, people were being taught to drive the B-double tip 
trucks that we see on metropolitan streets. In this quiet valley, they had not only trucks operating that were akin 
to the trucks that we see operating on the big iron ore mines up north, but also all the comings and goings of the 
other big tip trucks that drivers were to be trained to use on the road. 

Eventually, the City of Wanneroo, having issued notice after notice to the Liberal candidate for Joondalup to 
move his illegal business off this disused quarry site, issued him with a notice, just before his preselection, 
indicating that he would be prosecuted for an illegal use because it was an education facility located in a rural 
and extractive industries area. Reluctantly, the Liberal candidate for Joondalup, not wishing to embarrass his 
party, moved that business. But, in the last few months, because of the existence of the WA Limestone 
application for the corner site—that is the site for which the development application expires today—
Mr Menchetti from Limestone Industries has tried to fire up this disused quarry. There is no commercial 
resource on the site, but he said in his application that he wanted to start up the disused quarry and have driver 
training there as an ancillary use—in other words, start up the quarry and teach the drivers. This is all a ruse by 
the Liberal candidate to restart the quarry on the basis that he is going to mine the resource with these learner 
drivers in Haulpaks carting limestone on this little quarry site. For heaven’s sake; who in Perth has Haulpaks 
driving next door to their house? It is ridiculous. It is just a backdoor way for the Liberal candidate for Joondalup 
to use this site illegally. I say that that presents a conflict of interest for the government and the Western 
Australian Planning Commission in even considering that application whilst this person is the Liberal candidate 
for Joondalup. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: Who needs to give approval for its use as a driver training facility?  

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: It is not within the planning approvals. The only thing that a company can have there is an 
extractive industry, but what this company is trying to do under Menchetti’s application to re–fire up the 
limestone quarry is a ruse so that the people who are having driver training can do the work. 

Minister, the development application for WA Limestone’s quarry expires today. As has been pointed out by the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier and the member for Ocean Reef, there is plenty of other limestone 
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ground to the east that could be part of a land swap. As I understand it, Limestone Industries has written to the 
City of Wanneroo in that regard. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.58 am]: As the member said, he has raised this 
issue in this chamber previously. The fundamental circumstances around the need for limestone resources for the 
development of the Perth metropolitan area and the growth in the northern suburbs in particular have not 
changed. Access to limestone and other basic raw materials, including sand, is very important to the provision of 
affordable housing and to road construction for the development of housing lots and for other development-
related purposes. All the advice that I receive shows that it is getting harder and harder to access adequate 
limestone resources in anything like an affordable way or in a manner that is in reasonable proximity to where 
development is being undertaken. So, any suggestion that an area that has been identified as a potential limestone 
resource should be quarantined is, at the least, inappropriate and actually irresponsible. If the opposition is taking 
the approach that this area should be absolutely quarantined from the possibility of limestone extraction in the 
future, then I believe it is being very hypocritical in relation to its protestations about the need for affordable 
housing and so on. All of that needs to be borne in mind I this debate. 

Having said that, in relation to this particular site, obviously the possibility of limestone extraction needs to meet 
the relevant approvals processes. As the member has said, it is correct, as I am advised, that the current approval 
does expire, not today, but tomorrow—which in practical terms is much the same thing—on 26 October of this 
year. So, if the owner of the land and potential limestone mine operator wants to go ahead, obviously a new 
application will need to be submitted, and all the relevant issues will then need to be weighed up in a 
professional manner. I agree that there are also environmental issues on the site that will need to be dealt with. 
That is exactly what I have said previously on this matter when it has been raised in this house. Those matters 
will also need to be looked at professionally and scientifically. There is natural bushland on the site, and it may 
well be that some of that bushland will need to be conserved; but, on the other hand, perhaps some of the site 
could be made available for limestone extraction. All of that needs to be professionally assessed and looked at, 
as I said. I am not sure what the company’s intentions are for the site and whether it is seeking to go ahead in the 
short to medium term or whether it has no intention of doing so. Clearly if the company has no intention of doing 
so and can access adequate limestone supplies from other areas, that obviously would be, at least in the short 
term, to the satisfaction of the local residents.  

As I have said, to suggest that this area should be completely quarantined is in my view an irresponsible 
suggestion when we consider the needs of residents of Perth, and the responsibility that we have to take 
reasonable measures to ensure that affordable housing is provided, particularly in the northern suburbs. It is a 
little ironic that only yesterday, together with the Minister for Transport and Treasurer, I met with the mayor and 
the chief executive officer of the City of Wanneroo, together with their equivalents in the City of Joondalup, 
about infrastructure needs in the northern suburbs. That was certainly a very appropriate discussion. The point 
was made during that discussion about the need to increase the availability of industrial land, or economic and 
employment land, in the northern suburbs, particularly in the Neerabup area. I agree that this issue is not directly 
related to the availability of limestone, but it is certainly indirectly related, because if basic raw materials are not 
available for development, whether that be for commercial or industrial land, or for residential land, that will 
make it more difficult to achieve the sorts of aspirations that people, understandably, in the City of Wanneroo 
and the northern suburbs are seeking to achieve.  

The issues will be looked at carefully and professionally. I think I have made it clear that this issue needs to be 
taken into account from a wider and longer-term perspective in relation to the future development of Perth. 
Clearly, if, and when, any limestone extraction occurs on this site, there would ultimately need to be 
rehabilitation of the site in an appropriate way. Any extraction activities would need to comply with all the 
appropriate regulations and conditions imposed by the City of Wanneroo and the Department of Environment 
and Conservation, and potentially also the Environmental Protection Authority and so on. All those aspects 
would need to be carefully managed. 

In relation to the issue about an adjacent site being used as a driver training facility, that is not something that I 
was previously aware of. Clearly the law needs to be complied with. If it is an appropriate site for that activity, 
and if another appropriate location is not available for that activity, maybe there is some argument for it to occur 
on that site; but the necessary approvals certainly need to be given. I have no idea whether it is an appropriate 
site for that sort of activity, but I imagine that the City of Wanneroo would have a role to play in giving 
approval, or otherwise, for such an activity, and also the Department of Environment and Conservation from a 
noise protection point of view. If someone is not complying with the law, obviously exactly the same action 
would be taken against that individual as would be taken against any other individual. Frankly, I think that for 
the member for Mindarie to introduce the fact that apparently the person who is undertaking some activity on 
this site is a Liberal candidate is pretty well irrelevant. Everybody needs to be treated equally, and as far as I am 
concerned they certainly will be.  
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